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1 Chronicles 
 
 
MEANING:  “The words (accounts, events) of the Day.”  The equivalent meaning 
today would be “The Events of the Times.” 
AUTHOR:  Unknown.  Possibly by Ezra or a contemporary of Ezra. 
TIME WRITTEN:  Probably between 450 and 430 B.C. 
POSITION IN THE BIBLE:  • 13th Book in the Bible 
          • 13th book in the Old Testament 
          • 8th of 12 books of History 
          • 12 have preceded it.  53 to follow it.   
CHAPTERS:  29 
VERSES:  941 
WORDS:  20,369 
TWO KEY PASSAGES:   
 1.  1 Chronicles 17:11-14 -And it shall be, when your days are fulfilled, when 

you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up your seed after you, 
who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom.  

   He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever.  
 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son; and I will not take My mercy 
away from him, as I took it from him who was before you.  
 And I will establish him in My house and in My kingdom forever; and his 
throne shall be established forever. 

2. 1 Chronicles 29:11 – Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, The power and the 
glory, The victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is 
Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, And You are exalted as head over 
all.  

KEY CHAPTER:  1 Chronicles 17 
 1. Chapter 17 is pivotal not only for the Book of Chronicles, but for the rest of 

the Scriptures as well as the Davidic covenant is recorded herein as well as 
in 2 Samuel 7. 

2. God promises David that He will “Establish him [David’s ultimate offspring, 
Jesus Christ] in my house and in my kingdom [Church]  forever; and his 
throne shall be established forever”  1 Chronicles 17:14.  

OBSERVATIONS ABOUT 1 CHRONICLES: 
 1.  In the Hebrew Bible 1 & 2 Chronicles were originally one book. 
 2. 1 & 2 Chronicles cover the same period of Jewish history described in 2 

Samuel through 2 Kings, but the perspective is different. 
  a. 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings give a political history of Israel and Judah and are 

written from a prophetic and moral viewpoint. 
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  b. 1 & 2 Chronicles present a religious history of the Davidic dynasty and 
are written from a priestly and spiritual perspective. 

3. The genealogies in chapters 1-9 cover the time frame from Adam to David, 
and chapters 10-29 focus on the 33 years of David’s rule over the United 
Kingdoms of Israel and Judah  (1004-971 B.C.) 

 4. The Chronicles are addressed to the returned remnant to Jerusalem from 
Babylon. 

 5. Ezra led some of the exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem in 457 B.C. 
 6. During Ezra’s time: 
  a. Ezra is the SPIRITUAL leader. 
  b. Nehemiah is the POLITICAL leader. 

c. Malachi is the MORAL leader. 
 

SUMMARY OF 1 CHRONICLES 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
A. In order to give the returned remnant a divine perspective on the 

developments of their past, Chronicles retraces the whole story of Israel’s 
history up to the return from captivity. 

B. Like 2 Samuel, the whole book of 1 Chronicles is dedicated to the life of 
David. 
C. There are two divisions to 1 Chronicles: 
 1. The Royal Line of David.  (1-9) 
 2. Reign of David.  (10-29) 
 
THE ROYAL LINE OF DAVID.  (1-9) 
A. These nine chapters are the most comprehensive genealogical tables in the 

Bible. 
 1. They trace the family tree of David and Israel as a whole, but in a highly 

selective manner. 
2. The genealogies place a disproportionate emphasis on the tribes of Judah 
 and Benjamin because Chronicles is not concerned with the northern  
 kingdom but with the southern kingdom and the Davidic dynasty. 

 3. They show God at work in selecting and preserving a people for Himself 
from the beginning of human history to the period after the Babylonian 
exile. 

 4. The genealogies move from the patriarchal period (Adam to Jacob; 1:1 - 
2:2) to the national period (Judah, Levi, and the other tribes of Israel;  2:3 - 
9:44). 

 5. They demonstrate God’s keeping of His covenant promises in maintaining 
the Davidic line through the centuries. 



SURVEY OF BIBLE BOOKS – 1 Chronicles 3 

B. The priestly perspective of Chronicles is evident in the special attention given 
to the tribe of Levi. 

 
THE REIGN OF DAVID.  (10-29) 
A. Compared with 2 Samuel, David’s life in 1 Chronicles is seen from an entirely 

different light.   
 1. This is clear from both the omissions and the additions.   
 2. Omissions: 
  a. David’s struggles with Saul. 
  b. His seven-year reign in Hebron. 
  c. His various wives. 
  d. Absalom’s rebellion. 
  e. The event in 2 Samuel that hurt the rest of his life—his sin with 

Bathsheba. 
B. Chronicles is written from a more positive perspective, emphasizing God’s 

grace and forgiveness, in order to encourage the Jews who have just returned 
from the captivity. 

C. Chronicles adds events not found in 2 Samuel: 
 1. David’s preparations for the temple. 
 2. Its worship service. 
D. Only one chapter is given to Saul’s reign (10), because his heart was not right 

with God. 
E. David’s story begins with his coronation over all Israel after he has already 

reigned for seven years as king over Judah.  
F Chronicles stresses David’s: 
 1. Deep spiritual commitment. 
 2. Courage. 
 3. Integrity. 
G. Chronicles emphasizes his concern for the things of the Lord, including: 
 1. His return of the ark. 
 2. His desire to build a temple for God. 
H. God establishes His crucial covenant with David.  (17)   
I. The kingdom is strengthened and expanded under his reign.  (18-20) 
J. His sin in numbering the people is recorded to teach the consequences of 

disobeying God’s law. 
K. Most of the rest of the book (22-29) is concerned with David’s preparations for 

the building of the  temple and the worship associated with it. 
L. The priestly perspective of Chronicles can be seen in the disproportionate 

space given to the temple and the priests. 
M. Although David is not allowed to build the temple (28:3), he: 
 1. Designs the plans. 
 2. Gathers the materials. 
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 3. Prepares the site. 
 4. Arranges for: 
  a. The Levites. 
  b. Priests. 
  c. Choirs. 
  d. Porters. 
  e. Soldiers. 
  f. Stewards. 
N. The book closes with: 
 1. His beautiful public prayer of praise. 
 2. The accession of Solomon to the throne.       
 


